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Outlook for January–February–March  (JFM) 2023 

Synoptic situation:  

During the season JFM, 2023, weak La-Niña condition, prevailing during the start of the season is expected 

to make transition to a neutral phase during February 2023 while the IOD is expected to remain in neutral 

phase during the season. Based on the global and regional circulation patterns, the outlook for JFM, 2023 in 

Pakistan is as under: 

Seasonal Outlook:   

Overall, a tendency for normal to slightly below normal precipitation is likely over the country with 

maximum negative departure over northern parts. 

Northern Punjab, upper Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Kashmir, and Gilgit-Baltistan may receive slightly below 

normal precipitation whereas southern Punjab, most parts of Balochistan and Sindh are expected to receive 

nearly normal precipitation during the forecast season. 

The temperatures are expected to remain above normal over northern parts of the country; slightly above 

normal over western to south-western parts while nearly normal over eastern parts with a tendency towards 

below normal night time temperatures over south western parts during the forecast season. 

Impacts: 

 Dry and stable atmospheric conditions during the current season (JFM) may cause thick foggy conditions 

in plain areas of Pakistan; this condition will get improved towards the end of the season. 

 Dry conditions are likely to adversely impact the air quality index in urban (southern and central Punjab) 

areas of the country; resulting in smog development over these areas. 

 High temperatures could shorten the Rabi crop season in Sindh and Punjab. 

 Less water will be available in river beds. 

 

Note: The current outlook is based on the December atmospheric conditions. Keeping in view the rapid changes in 

climate system dynamics, the outlook is updated during the last week of each month.  
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